
GENERAL SERVICES ADMINISTRATION 
Washington, DC 20405 

August 10, 1991 

FIRMR BULLETIN A-2 

To: Heads of Federal agencies 

SUBJECT: Availability of electronic versions of the Federal 
Information Resources Management Regulation 

1. Purpose. This bulletin provides information about the 
availability of the FIRMR online and on CD-ROM. 

2. Expiration Date. This bulletin contains information of a 
continuing nature and will remain in effect until canceled. 
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4. Information and assistance. 

a. For general information about this bulletin, contact: 

General Services Administration

Information Resources Management Service

Regulations Branch (KMPR)

18th and F Streets, NW

Washington, DC 20405


Telephone: (202) 501-3194 or FTS 241-3194 (v) 
(202) 501-0657 or FTS 241-0657 (tdd) 
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b. For information concerning JURIS, contact: 

James Gallagher

Department of Justice

Justice Management Division

Information and Administrative Services

Legal and Information Systems Staff

425 I Street, NW

Washington, DC 20530


Telephone: (202) 514-2501 or FTS 368-2501 (v)


c. For information concerning the FIRMR on CD-ROM, contact: 

Superintendent of Documents (mail stop SSOM)

USGPO

Washington, DC 20402


Telephone: (202) 783-3238 (v)


5. Acronyms. 

CD-ROM - Compact disc-read only memory

FIP - Federal information processing

IRM - Information resources management

JURIS - Justice Retrieval and Inquiry System

USGPO - United States Government Printing Office


6. General. 
a. To take advantage of the technology widely available 

within the Federal community and to improve delivery of 
regulatory and guidance materials, GSA has established methods to 
provide Federal agencies with access to the FIRMR via electronic 
means. The goals to be met by these methods of electronic 
delivery of the FIRMR, include preserving the integrity of the 
information, timely delivery of up-to-date information with the 
least expenditure of resources, and providing agencies an 
opportunity to select an electronic delivery method, or 
combination of methods, that best meets their needs. 

b. The FIRMR is available in electronic form from 
a number of commercial sources. Federal agencies may acquire 
access to these commercial sources by conducting a contracting 
action. GSA does not review or assure the integrity or currency 
of these sources. GSA has instituted a process for validating 
the integrity of the FIRMR text as reflected in the sources 
listed below. 
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7. FIRMR online. 

a. Use of JURIS. 

(i) The Department of Justice maintains and markets 
JURIS, which is a computerized information retrieval system. 
Originally for use by Justice only, the availability of JURIS was 
greatly expanded as a result of Executive Order 12146, dated July 
18, 1979. The Executive Order directed the establishment of a 
computerized research system for the Federal legal community. In 
response to Federal user needs, JURIS has evolved into a data 
base that is of value to a broad base of users in addition to the 
legal community. 

(ii) JURIS operates on a computer located at the 
Department of Justice Computer Center in the Washington, DC 
metropolitan area and serves Federal offices throughout the 
United States. The system may be accessed via a subscriber's 
personal computer and JURIS interface software. 

(iii) JURIS has the full text of the FIRMR online, 
including bulletins. In addition, JURIS has a number of other 
Federal regulations and documents online, including the Federal 
Acquisition Regulation, which must be used with the FIRMR when 
contracting for FIP resources. 

(iv) Funding for JURIS is accomplished on a cost 
reimbursement basis whereby all the users share the cost of 
operation, data base maintenance and improvements. The basic 
cost of the service is $136 per month, which includes one hour of 
connect time. Detailed cost information is available from the 
contact referenced in paragraph 4.b. above. 

b. Agency responsibilities. Agencies are responsible for: 

(i) Contacting the JURIS staff at the address shown in 
paragraph 4.b. of this FIRMR bulletin to obtain information 
needed to make a determination as to the sufficiency of JURIS to 
meet the needs of the agency; 

(ii) Executing a reimbursement agreement with the 
Department of Justice to obtain a JURIS subscription; and 

(iii) Ensuring that the codified version of the FIRMR is 
used when legal or other situations require 100 percent accuracy. 

3 



FIRMR Bulletin A-2 

(Telecommunications links occasionally introduce errors or 
omissions.) 

c. GSA responsibilities. GSA provides an electronic copy of 
all FIRMR amendments to the JURIS staff to be used for updating 
the JURIS database. These amendments will generally be 
incorporated into the database within two weeks after the data is 
provided to the JURIS staff. 

8. FIRMR on CD-ROM. 

a. USGPO subscription. 

(i) GSA plans to issue texts of various IRM-related 
acquisition and management publications on CD-ROM. The FIRMR and 
the FAR are included on the first edition of GSA's CD-ROM. Later 
editions will include progressively more IRM-related 
publications, such as the Standard Solicitation Documents and the 
Federal ADP and Telecommunications Standards Index. Each edition 
will incorporate the latest possible changes reflected in the 
FIRMR Transmittal Circulars and the Federal Acquisition 
Circulars. 

(ii) The CD-ROM contains indexing and retrieval software 
that enables users to locate information easily and quickly. 
Users will find the CD-ROM issuances of the FIRMR easier to use 
and keep up to date than traditional paper issuances. 

(iii) CD-ROM updates will be issued quarterly by USGPO 
at an annual subscription cost of $106. Current price and 
ordering information is available from the contact referenced in 
4.c. above. Copies of order forms for the CD-ROM are provided in 
Attachment A. 

b. Agency responsibilities. Agencies are responsible for: 

(i) Obtaining the FIRMR on CD-ROM from GPO; and 

(ii) Ensuring that the codified version of the FIRMR is 
used when legal or other situations require 100 percent accuracy. 
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c. GSA responsibilities. GSA provides an electronic copy of 
all FIRMR amendments to GPO. Quarterly, GPO will make available 
an updated CD-ROM incorporating FIRMR amendments issued since the 
previous update. 

Thomas J. Buckholtz 
Commissioner 
Information Resources 
Management Service 
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Attachment A 

CD-ROM Subscriptions Order Form Missing. 

Call 202-501-3748 for more information. 
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